LRC 103: Internet Research Strategies

Syllabus

Welcome to LRC 103.3822 – Internet Research Strategies 

This course is paired with SCC251: Organic Chemistry I

Fall 2006

Class meets: 

Wed. 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Classroom:

Room E-101 B (library classroom)

Instructor: 

Charles Keyes

Office Hours:

By appointment in E 101-H5

Telephone:

718-482-5424

E-mail:


ckeyes@lagcc.cuny.edu
Course Description and Goals

In this course students will acquire effective research strategies for finding reliable information on the Internet, including resources in the Invisible Web that cannot be accessed with the standard search engines. Students will learn to formulate and modify a search strategy, investigate the theory behind the search process, and critically evaluate electronic resources based on appropriate criteria. Students may use a research topic related to one of their other classes, or develop their own topic.

Upon completion of LRC 103, you should be able to:

1. demonstrate understanding of the research process by defining and articulating a research need;

2. formulate and modify a search strategy using keywords, synonyms, Boolean searching, and phrase searching;

3. identify the value of and differences between a variety of web-based information formats;

4. locate information related to the research need using a variety of online tools, such as Internet search engines or directories, electronic periodical indexes and the online library catalog;

5. evaluate electronic resources based on accuracy, timeliness, authority, objectivity, and appropriateness to the research need;

6. create a narrative of the research process

Grading policy

Homework assignments:

35%

Class participation:


15%

Final project:



50%

All assignments should be turned in by the due date. LATE ASSINGMENTS wil not receive a grade but will be corrected. 

Attendance in class is mandatory. By college regulation, you are permitted to be absent only 15% of class time. If you must miss a class, you are responsible for the material covered while you were absent. I will be available to help you make up the work but you must take the responsibility for making an appointment with me for that purpose, at a time convenient for both of us.

Grades will be assigned as follows:


A
= 
93.0 +


A-
= 
90.0 – 92.9


B+
=
87.0 – 89.9


B
=
83.0 – 86.9


B-
=
80.0 – 82.9

C+
=
77.0 – 79.9


C
=
73.0 – 76.9


C-
=
70.0 – 72.9


D+
=
67.0 – 69.9


D
=
63.0 – 66.9


D-
= 
60.0 – 62.9


F
= 
59.9 or below

COURSE OUTLINE

9/13 Week 1: Introduction

Questionnaire; research narratives explained; nature of information
9/20 Week 2: The Research Process and Google

The research process; research logs and their place in building a research narrative

9/27 Week 3: Evaluation Criteria

Evaluating Web information; Wikipedia 

10/4 Week 4: Measuring up Search Engines

Google vs. Scirus; building a knowledge context; refining searches.
10/11 Week 5: Evaluating Web Information & Subscription Databases
Putting evaluation criteria to work; overview of subscription databases
10/18 Week 6: Broadening the Context: Subscription Databases Continued

Comparing search engines to databases; creating a resource arsenal: what to use and when to use it.

10/25 Week 7: MLA Citation Formats

MLA citation of information obtained from electronic sources

Narrative first drafts due

11/1 Week 8: Improving Search Techniques

Advanced search techniques; using your knowledge context to make connections across disciplines.
11/8 Week 9: Making Connections Across Sources

Refining research skills

Final draft of narrative due

11/15 Week 10: Research Presentations

Presentations of research


11/22 NO CLASS: Friday Schedule 

11/29 Week 11: Researching the Final Research Project and Bibliographies

12/6 Week 12: Wrap-up 

Bibliographies due, information literacy assessment given.

